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Many places in the Bible instruct us to welcome the foreigner. It can be a risky
thing to welcome something or someone different and unknown, and it can
also be quite beautiful and joyful to experience what can happen when we do. I
want to use the term foreigner in the broader sense this month, much beyond
how we may typically define it, but also to circumstances and situations in our
lives. For instance, a new neighbor or co-worker, a change in health status, or
even plants that are not native to where we live.

I suggest that before you read my poem, spend a little time with the painting.
What attracts your attention and what response, if any, does it elicit within you?

Invitation

We took a chance and welcomed a non-native into our yard,
a home to coreopsis, beauty berry, phlox and brown-eyed susans,
we made a space for zinnias.
And now we know some fresh joy,
the delight of iridescent colors bursting, completing,
complementing our tiny piece of the planet.
The swallowtails and hummingbirds have welcomed
these foreigners too, so we are already planning
for how what we have opened can expand,
owning that we are advocates for the earth by growing native,
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as well as champions for hospitality, inclusivity and diversity.

May we welcome the foreigners in our lives and receive the gifts they offer.

Peace and Blessings,
Clarence

If this has been forwarded to you and you would like to receive future Connecting New emails, subscribe here. An
archive of past emails can be found on the Connecting New page of www.clarenceheller.com. Also, if you do not
already receive A Piece of Goodness, a positive and often provoking daily excerpt from one of Clarence's poems,
with convenient access to the entire poem for those who wish to engage it, subscribe here.

Visit A Piece of Goodness on social media.
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